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services. The rest of the City remains largely undeveloped or developed with scattered, low 
intensity uses. 

California City had a January 2020 population of 14,161 residents, with 11,982 residents in 
households and 2,179 residents in group quarters. Its housing stock included 5,219 dwelling units, 
of which 4,050 units were single-family detached units, 442 units were mobile homes, and 727 
units were multi-family and attached units. The average household size in the City was 2.86 
persons per household and the vacancy rate was 19.8 percent (DOF 2020).  

2.2 PROJECT SITE CHARACTERISTICS 

2.2.1 DEVELOPMENT SITE 

The Project site for the proposed CFCC is located on a portion of the northern half of Section 13, 
Township 32 South, Range 38 East of the Mount Diablo Base and Meridian, and consists of the 
central and eastern portions of Assessor's Parcel Number 350-031-02. The site boundaries are 
shown in Exhibit 2-1 and Exhibit 2-2, Aerial Photograph.  

Aesthetics 

The Project site, located adjacent to an existing 65-acre correctional center, is undeveloped and 
is visible from public roadways as part of the larger desert floor, with scattered scrub vegetation 
and dirt roads and trails frequented by off-road vehicles. The site has a moderately sloping and 
undulating topography, with a flatter area at the southwestern section.  

Air Quality 

The Project site is located in the western end of the Mojave Desert Air Basin, which includes the 
eastern portion of Kern County, the northeastern portion of Los Angeles County, the High Desert 
(northern and central) portions of San Bernardino County, and the Palo Verde Valley (eastern 
portion) of Riverside County (CARB 2005). The portion of the Mojave Desert Air Basin in the 
eastern section of Kern County, where the site is located, is under the jurisdiction of the Eastern 
Kern Air Pollution Control District (EKAPCD) (EKAPCD 2018). This portion of the air basin is 
classified as non-attainment of the State ambient air quality standards for ozone and PM10 
(respirable particulate matter less than 10 micrometers in diameter) and the federal 8-hour ozone 
standard (CARB 2017, 2015a, 2015b).  

Biological Resources 

The Project site and areas to the north, east and south of the Project site are comprised of vacant 
undeveloped desert land, characterized by open ground with limited vegetation. Granitic bedrock 
outcrops and rocky to gravelly soils are overlain by a shallow layer of sandy gravelly alluvium, 
with small drainage channels that run from the northeast to the southwest. The Project site is 
crossed by a network of small off-highway vehicle (OHV) roads (Psomas 2020b). 

Vegetation on the site is dominated by an alliance creosote bush-white bursage, as found 
throughout the Project area (i.e., Project site and surrounding areas). Creosote bush (Larrea 
tridentata) plants are approximately 3 to 5 feet high; white bursage (Ambrosia dumosa) plants are 
found in 18-inch mounds, with higher density along the drainages. Rock outcrops support 
creosote bush, white bursage, California barrel cactus (Ferocactus cylindraceus), cottontop 
cactus (Echinocactus polycephalus), and Mojave Desert California buckwheat (Eriogonum 
fasciculatum var. polifolium). The site provides suitable habitat for a variety of species, including 
the desert tortoise (Gopherus agassizii) (federally Threatened, State Threatened), Mohave 
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ground squirrel (Xerospermophilus mohavensis) (State Threatened), and burrowing owl (Athene 
cunicularia) (State Species of Special Concern) (Psomas 2020a).  

Cultural Resources 

The Project area falls within the traditional territory of the Kitanemuk and Kawaiisu groups. A 
number of cultural resources investigations have been conducted in the area and, while there are 
four previously recorded resources on the site, three of these were not found (re-located) during 
the archaeological field survey in 2017. The fourth resource is Twenty Mule Team Parkway, which 
was the historic wagon route that operated between Death Valley and Mojave (from around 1884 
to 1889). The pedestrian survey of the site and utility alignments did not identify the presence of 
newly identified cultural resources (Psomas 2021).  

The paleontological record search did not identify the presence of vertebrate fossil sites on the 
site and surficial deposits on the site typically do not contain significant vertebrate fossils. 
However, the underlying sediments near the site have been recorded to contain vertebrate 
remains. Thus, the Project area is considered moderately sensitive for paleontological resources 
(Psomas 2021). 

Geology and Soils 

The Project site consists of a pediment that is partially mantled by surficial deposits and has a 
gentle to moderate slope to the southwest. Bedrock outcrops are present at the northern and 
northeastern portion of the site. The geologic map for the area indicates the site has Holocene-
age alluvial sediments, which overlay pre-Tertiary granite and quartz monzonite bedrock. Ground 
elevations on the site range from approximately 2,670 feet above mean sea level (msl) at the 
northeast corner to 2,550 feet above msl at the southwest corner (Leighton 2017).  

There are no active earthquake faults in the City, with the nearest fault (Garlock Fault) located 
approximately 8 miles northwest of the City (California City 2009). An unnamed fault of the 
Garlock Fault Zone is located approximately 5.6 miles northwest of the site. The Lockhart Fault, 
a concealed fault, is located 5.6 miles northeast of the site; and there are several unnamed faults 
approximately 1.0 mile south of the Project site are identified to be Pre-Quaternary faults (before 
1.6 million years) (Leighton 2017). 

Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

The Project site is currently vacant and is not involved in the use, storage, handling or disposal of 
hazardous materials or hazardous wastes. Also, there are no hazardous material pipelines on or 
near the Project site.  

The Project site is located approximately 10 miles north of Edwards Air Force Base (EAFB) and 
is within the 30,000 feet to unlimited supersonic area for the EAFB but is outside the spin zones, 
drop zones, Cords Road, and other areas/routes for aircraft operations at the Base (EAFB 2016). 
The California City Airport is located at 22636 Airport Way, approximately 8.6 miles west of the 
site.  

The site is designated as having Moderate Fire Hazard Severity by the California Department of 
Forestry and Fire Protection (CalFire 2007).  
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Hydrology and Water Quality 

The majority of storm water on the undeveloped Project site percolates into the ground, with runoff 
sheet flowing toward the southwest based on the local topography. There is no developed storm 
drain system serving the site and the surrounding area. Storm water generally percolates into the 
bare soils of undeveloped land, with stormwater overflows towards Cache Creek to the west and 
into Koehn Lake to the north during heavy rains.  

The Project site is not located within the 100-year or 500-year floodplains (FEMA 2008). The City 
overlies the Fremont Valley, Antelope Valley, and Harper Valley groundwater basins but the 
Fremont Valley Groundwater Basin underlies the developed areas of the City. The Fremont Valley 
Groundwater Basin consists of the Mojave City Subbasin and the California City Subbasin. The 
City obtains the majority of its potable water from groundwater pumped from the California City 
Subbasin (Stetson Engineers 2009).  

Land Use and Planning 

In the California City General Plan Designation Map, the site is designated as Controlled 
Development, Public Parks and Recreation and Public Schools, with a sliver at the northern edge 
designated as Conservation Land (California City 2016b). The Controlled Development, Public 
Parks and Recreation and Public Schools designation allows a variety of land uses that are 
consistent with the goals, objectives, and policies of the City’s General Plan and subject to 
approval of detailed plans that serve to address the social, environmental, and economic 
concerns of the community. This designation is conditionally compatible with industrial uses, 
commercial uses, recreational uses, large lot subdivisions, open space uses, agricultural and 
horticultural uses. Areas designated as Conservation Land include land designated for the 
protection, preservation and conservation of unique areas (California City 2009).  

The site is zoned Residential Agricultural (RA) and Open Space (O). The Controlled 
Development, Public Parks and Recreation and Public Schools designation is 
consistent/compatible with the RA and O zoning districts (California City 2009). Governmental or 
quasi-governmental correction, probation or prison facilities and services are conditionally 
allowed in the RA zoning district (Municode 2017).  

Public Services and Facilities 

The California City Police Department (CCPD) provides police protection and law enforcement 
services in the City from their station, located at 21130 Hacienda Boulevard. The department has 
13 sworn officers and 6 non-sworn personnel and provides uniformed patrol, investigations, off-
road search and rescue, special enforcement, and animal control services (California City 2018). 

The California City Fire Department (CCFD) provides fire protection and emergency medical 
services to the City, as well as fire prevention, fire suppression, fire investigation, public safety 
education, hazardous material response, technical rescue and domestic threat preparedness. 
The CCFD has a staff of 13 persons, including a fire chief, 3 captains, 3 fire engineers, and 
6 firefighters and its station is located at 20890 Hacienda Boulevard (California City 2016a). 

The Mojave Unified School District provides school services in the Project area through the Ulrich 
Elementary School, California City Middle School, and California City High School. The Kern 
County Library system has branch libraries in California City, Mojave, and Boron.  
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The vast open space in the Project area offers formal and informal use by off-highway vehicles 
(OHV) and the City has various local parks, with the Borax Bill OHV Park located approximately 
1.5 miles northeast of the site. 

Transportation and Traffic 

Regional access to the Project site is provided by State Route (SR) 58 (approximately 10 miles 
to the south of the site), SR 14 (approximately 13.2 miles to the west) and U.S. Route (US) 395 
(approximately 14.9 miles to the east). Local access is provided by Twenty Mule Team Parkway 
and Virginia Boulevard, with dirt roads from these paved roads leading into the site.  

Public transit services in the City are provided by Kern Transit. In addition, the City also has a 
California City Transit dial-a ride program that is limited to the City’s central core (California City 
2018b) 

There are no existing or proposed transit routes, bikeways, trails, or railroads near the Project site 
(Kern Transit 2016). The California City Municipal Airport is a 222-acre airport, owned and 
operated by the City and located northwest of the City’s central core (California City 2009).  

Utility Systems and Infrastructure 

Water and sewer services in the City are provided by the City’s Public Works Department. Waste 
Management, Inc. provides waste collection service in the City. Southern California Edison 
Company (SCE) provides electrical service in the City and Southern California Gas Company 
(SoCalGas) provide gas service in the City’s central core.  

No utility infrastructure exists on the Project site. However, water, sewer, power, and telephone 
utility infrastructure are present near the site in the Virginia Boulevard right-of-way, and serve the 
adjacent CCCC. This is discussed in Section 2.3.3, Adjacent Utility Infrastructure, below. 

2.2.2 OFF-SITE AREAS 

In addition to the 216.5-acre development site, the Project would require a number of utility 
infrastructure improvements that would occur along public roads and at public utility/infrastructure 
sites. These off-site areas include the following roads: 

Twenty Mule Team Parkway – Twenty Mule Team Parkway is a two-lane northeast-to-
southwest paved roadway located 0.6 mile north of the site. Dirt shoulders cleared of 
vegetation and parallel dirt roads several feet to the north and south are present on both sides 
of the road, along with power lines on wooden poles along the north side of the road. No 
development exists along either side of the 5.3-mile segment of this road from Randsburg 
Mojave Road (on the west) to Rudnick Boulevard (on the east), except for the City’s water 
storage tank and equipment building located along the north side of this road approximately 
0.40 mile east of Virginia Boulevard.   

Virginia Boulevard – Virginia Boulevard is a two-lane asphalt-paved roadway that extends 
for 0.75 mile south from Twenty Mule Team Parkway to the western boundary of the CCCC 
and then turns east into the parking lot of the CCCC.  

Gordon Boulevard – Gordon Boulevard is an existing unpaved dirt road extending west from 
Virginia Boulevard to 145th Street, with parallel dirt roads several feet north and south of 
Gordon Boulevard. No development exists on either side of the 0.5-mile long road Access to 
the site would require construction of an access road parallel to the alignment of the easterly 



Draft EIR SCH 2017121069 
Correctional Facility at California City 

 

 
R:\Projects\CRC\3CRC010100\EIR\Public Review\2.0 Env Setting-051921.docx 2-6 Environmental Setting 

extension of Gordon Boulevard from Virginia Boulevard through land previously disturbed for 
construction of the CCCC for approximately 0.34 mile to the northwestern corner of the site. 

145th Street – This is a dirt road that runs north from Gordon Boulevard to Twenty Mule Team 
Parkway and south to Lindberg Boulevard. No development exists on either side of this 
roadway segment.  

Randsburg Mojave Road – This is a two- to four-lane road with a dirt median that extends 
from the City’s central core, northeasterly to its intersection with Twenty Mule Team Parkway. 
Outside the central core and farther northeast, it becomes a two-lane dirt road.  

California City Boulevard – California City Boulevard is a major transportation route through 
the western and southern portions of the City and is classified as part of National Highway 
System. California City Boulevard provides access from SR-14 and SR-58 to the City. It runs 
east-west through the western and central portion of the City. West of the central core area, 
California City Boulevard is a two-lane paved road between Baron Boulevard and the 
overpass at SR-14. East of Baron Boulevard, California City Boulevard is a four-lane paved 
road to where it turns southward and intersects with Redwood Boulevard. There it leaves the 
City and becomes a two-lane paved road until its at-grade intersection with SR-58.  

The off-site areas also include the following existing utility facilities: 

City Water Storage Tank site – The City has a 2.5-million-gallon circular concrete water tank 
(Phase 1 tank) north of Twenty Mule Team Parkway and east of Virginia Boulevard within 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land. This tank site also has the City’s Phase 1 booster 
pump station (BPS) within a small equipment building. The tank and BPS site is surrounded 
by a perimeter chain link fence.  

City Wastewater Treatment Plant – The City has a wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) with 
a 1.0 million gallon per day treatment capacity on Nelson Drive (at the northeastern section 
of the City’s central core). This plant site includes treatment and processing equipment, open 
treated water storage/percolation ponds, an equipment building, metal shed, and paved 
areas, surrounded by a chain link fence.  

2.3 SURROUNDING LAND USES 

The Project site is surrounded by undeveloped land, except for the neighboring CCCC, an existing 
correctional facility immediately adjacent to the west. Exhibit 2-2 shows an aerial photograph of 
the land uses on the Project site and immediately surrounding area. A brief description of the land 
uses immediately surrounding the Project site is presented below.  

2.3.1 CALIFORNIA CITY CORRECTIONAL CENTER 

Immediately west of the Project site is the CCCC, which is located at 22844 Virginia Boulevard 
and occupies 67.46 acres at the western Project site boundary.  

The CCCC is a Level II1 facility owned by CoreCivic and leased, staffed and operated under the 
authority of the CDCR (CDCR 2016a). The CCCC was built in 1999 and began housing 
State inmates in 2013 (CDCR 2016b). Prior to this date, the facility housed federal detainees for 
the US Marshalls Service and the Immigration and Customs Enforcement (Bakersfield Californian 
2013). As of December 27, 2017, this facility had 2,441 male inmates (CDCR 2017). The CCCC 
is a major employer in the City (California City 2009). Staffing levels at the facility fluctuate 
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